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previous three years had been too great for the
Serbian Government to be able to bring them
to agree to so large a concession. The Serbians
were still filled with the glow of their triple
repulse of Austria ; and for the moment the
new danger seemed to have drawn off. The
great European thunderstorm was now echoing
far away in the mountains of Carpathia and the
plains of Poland. It was difficult for the
Serbians to realise at that moment that a time
would come when security would be cheap at a
great price.
In April there came another twist in the
devious track of Balkan intrigue. M. Venizeios
had tendered his first resignation, and Constan-
tine was entering upon his first effort to build up
an absolute monarchy in Athens. On April 15th
the Crown Council made a sudden oiler to bring
Greece into the war on the side of the Allies. The
Allies gravely suspected the honesty of this
ofier. They knew that Greece was already hand
in glove with Germany ; and there were strong
reasons to believe that the Royalist Government
could not be entrusted with Allied secrets. In
any case, the Allies sent no reply; and it was
not until Venizelos regained power that they
resumed friendly negotiations with the Greek
Government.
All through this time Mr. Lloyd George him-
self was resolute against having any dealings
whatever with the King's party in Greece. He
took the strong line that the Allies, as guarantors
of the Greek constitution, should refuse to nego-
tiate with any Government which existed in